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severe struggle of more than asands. After a

k - .n,.iv th svstem was overthrown. law; nor can the House of KenrLAlniilt,. and hail ppn th snlendor of the
The bank has been succeeded by a practical,453, and exceeding the fonnc re-- ! ove ' establishments oV an aristocracyof g6, mediately elected by them ; nor can th.nor can both together, without the conof the President, or a vote of two third

ip the vear enuins me lamuir - , , . , , i- - "ceivetl
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finance, conducted and controlled sole-iTby- he

gvernmeut. The constitutional cur-reuc- y

has been restored; the public credit main-

tained unimpaired, even in a period of foreign
war : and the whole country has become satis- -

xney lonrot to iook down upon me poorer.1 . --A o lha woar- - Y r 1 11 f1

Happily for themselves, the people in tour admirable system of governmentscious of the infirmities of their reprls
u e?e

""HI.

lions annually as could be exacted from
the foreign commerce of the country. -- This
was a convenient and necessary adjunct
of the protective tariff. It was to be the
great absorbent of any surplus which might
at any time accumulate in the treasury,
and of the taxes levied on the people, not
for necessary revenue purposes, but for the
avowed object of affording protection to the
favored classes.

Auxiliary to the same end, if it was not
an essential part ot the system itself, was
the scheme which, at a later period obtained,
for distributing the proceeds of the sales of
the public lands among the States. Other

and, in delegating to them the power ftf
l"-- i

tion, they have fenced them around W;to guard against the effects of hasty
combination, and of possible corruptiont?"'0'
selfishness, and faction have offer. n.riA

"h eda.ly and yearly kborthe es-i- ml

last session to individual claimants, ( grea
of one hundred tabhshmei.ts tl ej so much dm'red

thousand fite8hundred dollars paid for the sustained and supported. I hey fc led to
that the and half-cla- d

services of the line of steamers between perceive scant.ly-fe- d

Bremen and New York, amounted to four operatives were not only in abject poverty,
million one hundred and ninety-eigh- t thou- - but were bound in chains i of oppressive ser

fied that banks, national or ov;, ""
sarvas fiscal agents of the government. Revenue
duties have taken the place of the protecti ve ta-

riff The distribution of the money derived from
the" sale of the public lands has been abandoned,
and the corrupting system of internal -- mPove-

knmui has been effectually checked. assunder this web ef checks, and sub?
government to the control offannt;. ?ect tk.t i on.l fi.riv.fivp ihi n viiuue lor me oeneni 01 lavorcn nasaca, It is not doubted, that if this whole train ot
influences; but these efforts havn "I'st-- -sauu cilliii iiuiii- - ..

-whirh U than the annual average for measures designed to take weaitn irom me
1 kAfAiv if nnnn the few. were to prevail, the the people of the wisdom of the checL

k.v. itnnnr1. anH of - .UI1U ' "

effect would be to change the entire
. character ot ' t 7 ' " necessity

serving them unimpaired. ' 01 Pr.
the government. One only danger rraiu. .

is the seductions of that branch of the y3''o;ata in intornal imDrovf nnts, nold- -
The true theory ot our system is not tok Ik. ar-t- or decrees ofanv , ?VK

tatives. The constitution interpose ,.kJr'n iiuu tuusiii". j
ine out. as it does, inducements to the people of

malt hnnrhM of the ;nvrnn...i cli$t- -

expedients were devised to take money
out of the treasury, and prevent its coming
any other source than the protective tariff
The authors and supporters of the system
were the advocates of the largest expen-
ditures, whether for necessary or useful
purposes or not, because the larger the ex-

penditures the greater was the pretext

give time for error to be corrected, and del?''
to oass away ; but if the people sett l u,r:

a firm Conviction different from that of rep-
resentatives, they give eflect to their on" rt

its letter and its whole object and design
do not warrant. Is it to be conceived that
such immense powers vyould have been
left by the framers ofthe constitution to
mere inferences and doubtful constructions?
Had it been intended to confer them on
the federal government, it is but reasona-

ble to conclude that it would have been
done by plain and unequivocal grants.
This was not done j but the whole struc-

ture ot which the "American system" con-

sisted, was reared on no other or better
foundation than forced implications and
inferences of power which its authors as-

sumed might ba deduced be constru ction
from the constitution.
. But it has been urged that the national Bank,
which constituted so essential a branch of this
combined system of measures, was not a new
measure, and that its constitutionality had been
previously sanctioned, because a bank had been
chartered" in 1791, and had received the official

signature of President Washington. A few facts
will show the just weight to which this prece-
dent should be entitled as bearing upon the ques-
tion of constitutionality.
. Great division of opinion upon the subject ex-

isted in Congress. It is well known that Presi-
dent Washington entertained serious doubts both
as to the constitutionality and expediency of the
measure; and while the bill was before him for
his official approval or disapproval, so great were
these doubts, that he required " the opinion in
w riting" of the members of his cabinet to aid him
in arriving at a decision. His cabinet gave their
opinion, and were divided upon the subject
Gen. Hamilton being in favor of, and Mr Jefferson
and Mr Randolph being opposed to the constitu-tionalitya- nd

expediency oi the bank. It is well
known, also, that Pr esident Washington retained
the bill trom Monday, the 14th, when it was pre-
sented to him, until Friday the 25th of February

being the last moment permitted him by the
constitution to deliberate, when he finally yield-
ed to it his reluctant assent, and gave it his sig-
nature. It is certain that as late as the 23d of
February being the ninth day after the bill was

presented to him he had arrived at no satisfac-

tory conclusion ; for on that day he addressed a
note to Gen Hamilton, in which he informs him
that " this bill was presented to me by the joint

bv rhansiner their public servant TheVCs
which the people imposed on the ,."-- Hl

who were the exclusive objects of the care
of the government.

It was not possible to reconstruct socie-

ty in the United States upon the Kuropean
plan. Here there was a written constitu-
tion, by which orders and titles were not
recognised or tolerated. A system of
measures was therefore devised calculated,
if not intended, to withdraw power gradu-
ally and silently from the States and the
mass of the people, and by construction to
approximate our government to the Euro-
pean models, substituting an aristocracy of
wealth for that of orders and titles.

Without reflecting upon the dissimilari-
ty of our institutions, and of the condition
of our people and those of Europe, they
conceived the vain idea of building up in
the United States a system similar to that
which they admired abroad. Great Britain
had a national bank of large capital, in
whose hants' 'was' concentrated the con

IT
i for high taxes in the form ot protective
, duties.

vants in the adoption of the. consfitfrtfon r
i' 3ft tk 'best evidence ol tneir capacity fn oir

the nine years previous to the act of 1845,
by three hundred thousand seven hundred
and forty --eight dollar.

The mail routes, on the thirtieth day of
June last, were one hundred and sixty-thre- e

thousand two hundred and eight
miles in extent being an increase during
the last year of nine thousand three hund-
red and ninety miles. The mails were
transported over them, during the same
time, forty-on- e million twelve thousand
live hundred and seventy-nin- e miles; mak-

ing an increase of transportation for the
year of two million one hundred and twenty-f-

our thousand six hundred and eighty
miles, whilst the expense w as less than
that of the previous year by four thousand
two hundred and thirty-fiv- e dollars.

The increase in the mail transportation
within the last three years has been five
million three hundred and seventy-eigh- t
thousand three hundred and ten miles,
whilst the expenses were reduced four
hundred and fifty-si- x thousand seven hun-
dred and thirty-eig- ht dollars making; an
increase of service at the rate of fifteen
percent., and a reduction in the expenses
of more than filteen per cent.

During the past year there have been
employed, under contracts with the Post
Office Department, two ocean steamers in
conveying the mails monthly between New
York and Itremen, and one, since October
last, performing semi-monthl- y service be-

tween Charleston and Havanna ; and a
contract has been made for the transporta-
tion of the Pacific mails across the isthmus

particular sections and localities to ernDarn wie

government in them without stoppingThis"Wanchlate the inevitable consequences
of the system is so intimately combined a!0-e- d

with the others, that as surely as an effect s

produced by an adequate cause, if it beJtauaci
tated and revived, and firmly established, re-

quires no sagacity to foresee that it will neces-

sarily and speedily draw after it the --establishment

of a national bank, the revival of a protec-
tive tariff, the distribution of the land money,
and not only the postponement to the di&tant fu-

ture of the payment of the present national debt,
but its annual increase.

I entertain the solemn conviction, that it tne
internal improvement branch of; the "American
system" be not firmly resisted at this time, the
whole series of measures composing it will be
speedily and the country be
thrown back from its present high state of pros-

perity, which the existing policy has--" prodtrtred
and be destined again to witness all the evils,
commercial revulsions, depression of prices, and
pecuniary embarrassments, through which we
have passed during' the last 25 years.

To guard against consequences so ruinous, is
an object of high national importance, involving
in my judgment the continued prosperity ot the
country.
. I have felt it to be an imperative obligation to
withhold my constitutional sanction from two
bills which had passed the two Houses of Con-

gress, involving the principle of the internal im-

provement branch,of the "American system,"
and conflicting in their provisions with the views
here expressed.

trolling monetary and financial power of

ment. They know that the men whom tht ?5
to public stations are of like infirmities anV
sions with themselves, ar.d not to be t
without being restricted by 8bfities and constitutional limitations, tyk ,'r

has witnessed the legislation of Congress ft
last thirty years will say. that heknows '

instance in which measures not demanded b

public good,have been carried; Who will deny nntb State governments, by Combination
:

individuals and sections, in derogation of

general interest, banks have been charte-system- s

of internal improvement adopted
debts entailed upon the people, repressing t(!

!

growth, and impairing their energies for vear,'
Come?

After so much expcrience.it cannot bn,,,
that absolute unchecked power is saSe in'
hands of any one set of representatives, tr'the capacity of the people for self-governni- ru

which is admitted in its broadest extent j,conclusive argument to prove the prudence'
dom, and integrity representatives.

The people by the Constitution, have command .1

President, ae murh as they have commanded the Lch'
tive branch of the government, to execute their ?

Tilt y have paid to him iu the Constitution, which lb'.,

require him to take a solemn oath to nujprt tliutifi
gress pang any bill which he cannot approve. he nhj
turn it to the House in which it originated, with hi. ,k"

committee of Congress at 12 o'clock on Monday, 1

the nation j.an institution wieiumg almost
kingly power, and exerting vast influence
upon all the operations of trade, and upon
the policy of the government itself. Great
Britain had an enormous public debt, and
it had become a part of her public policy
to regard this as a ' public blessing."
Great Britain had also a restrictive policy,
which placed fetters and burdens on trade,
and trammelled the productive industry
of the mass of the nation. By her com-
bined system of policy, the landlords and
other property-holder- s were protected
and enriched, by the enormous taxes,
which were levied upon the labor of the
country for their advantage.

Imitating this foreign policy,' the first
step in establishing the new system in the
United States was the creation of a nation-
al bank. Not foreseeing the dangerous
power and countless evils which such an
institution might entail on the country, nor
perceiving the connexion which it was de-

signed to form between the bank and the

jections." la withholding from it hm approval auj fjt.ture he is executing the will or the people, conrtitutiumi.
ly expressed, as much as the Congress that pamd it
hill irf presumed to be in accordance with the iH.uuUr

These several measures were sustained
by popular names and plausible arguments,
by which thousands were deluded. The
bank was represented to be an indispensa-
ble fiscal agent for the government f was
to equalize exchanges, and to regulate
and furnish a sound currency, always and
everywhere of uniform value. The pro-
tective tariff" was to give employment to

American labor" at advanced prices was
to protect 'home industry," and furnish a
steady market for the farmer. .Internal
improvements were to bring trade into
every neighborhood and enhance the value
of every man's property. The distribution
of the land mouey was to enrich the States,
finish their public works, plant schools
throughout their borders, and relieve them
from taxation. But the fact, that for every
dollar taken out of the treasury for these
objects a much larger sum was transferred
from the pockets of the people to the favor-
ed classes, was carefully concealed, as
was also the tendency if not the ultimate
design of the system to build up an aris-

tocracy of wealth, to control tiie masses of
society, and monopolize the political power
of the country.

The several branches of this svstem
were so intimately, blended together, that
in their operation each1 sustained and
strengthened the others. Their joint opera-
tion vvas, to add new burdens of taxa-

tion and to encourage a largely increased
and wasteful expenditure ot public money.
It was the interest of the bank that the
revenue collected and the disbursements
made by the government should be la rge,
because, being the depository of the public
money, the larger the amount, the greater
would be the bank profits by its use. it
was the interest of the favored classes, who
were enriched by the protective tariff, to
have the rates ol that protection as high as
possible ; for the higher those rates, th- -t

greater would be their advantage it was
the interest of the people of all those sec-

tions and localities who expected to be
benefited by expenditures for internal im-

provements, that the amount collected
should be as large as possible, to the end tbat
the sum disbursed iiijthtJjLQjl&tU&-Ms- f

Irom Chagres to Panama.
Under the authority given to the Secre

This power conferred upon tne rresiuent oy
the constitution, I have on three occasions, dur-

ing my administration of the executive depart-
ment of the government, deemed it my duty to
exercise ; and on this last occasion of making to
Congress an annual communication " of the state
of the Union," it is not deemed inappropriate to
review the principles and considerations which
have governed my action. I deem this the more
necessary, because, after the lapse of nearly sixty
years since the adoption of the constitution, the
propriety of the exercise of this undoubted con-

stitutional power by the President has for the
first time been drawn seriously in question by a
nortion of mv fellow citizens.

tary or the rsavy, three ocean steamers
have been constructed and sent to the Pa-
cific, and are expected to enter upon the
mail service between Panama and Oregon,
and the intermediate ports, on the first of

the 11th inst.;" and he requested his opinion "to
what precise period, by legal interpretation of
the constitution, can the President retain it in
his possession, before it becomes a law by the
lapse of ten days." It the proper construction
was, that the day on which the bill was present-
ed to the President, and the day on which his ac-

tion was had upon it, were both to be counted in-

clusive, then the time allowed him, within which
it would be competent for him to return it to the
House in which it originated with his objections,
would expire on Thursday the 2-it- of February.
Gen. Hamilton on the same day returned an an-

swer, in which he states: " I give it as my opin-
ion that you have ten days exclusive of that on
which the bill was delivered to you, and Sun-

days; hence, in the present case, if it is returned
on" Friday, it will be in time." By this construc-
tion, which the President adopted, he gained
another day. for deliberation, and it was not until
the 25th of February that he signed the bill;
thus affording conclusive proof that he had at
last obtained his own consent to sign it not with-
out great and almost insuperable difficulty. Ad-
ditional light has been recently shed upon the
serious doubts which he had on the subject,
amounting at one lime to a conviction that it was
his duty to withhold his approval from the bill.
This is found amon;' the manuscript papers of
Mr Madison, authorized to be purchased for the
use of the government by an act of the last ses-
sion of Congress, and now for the first time ac-
cessible to the public. From these papers, it ap-

pears that President Washington while he jet.
held the bunk bill in his hands, actually request-
ed Mr Madison, at that time a member of the

other branches of the miscalled ''American The constitution provides that "every bill
svstem. ' but feeling the embarrassments which shall have passed the House of Represen

tatives and the Senate, shall, before it becomes a
law, be presented to the President" of the United

ol the treasury, and of the business of the
country, consequent upon the war, some
of our statesmen who had held difi'erent States: if he approve he shall sign it, but it not

he shall return it with his obiections to that

until it Khali have passed through all the branrhr tlf
government required by the Constitution to make it jlaw. A bill which passes the House of lleprentti!M
may be rejected by the Senate; and also a bill papsej ,,

the Senate may be rejected by the House. In each
the respective Houses exercise the veto power on (h olli.,

Congress, and each House of Congress, hold undvr ilif

Constitution, a check upon the President, and he. l,jtl
power of the qualified veto, a check Uon Coiigrr. Mi,

the President recommends measures to Congress, he ar. w,

in the most solemn form, his opinions; gives hi Tnirrin
their favor, and pledges himself in advance to uppri,,,thein if passed by Congress. If he acts without due

or is influenced by improper or corrupt muiite.
or if from any other cause. Congress or either llou,((
Congress, shall differ with him in opinion, they exerei
ihkik veto uon his recommendations, and rijixt t It. u,

and there is no appeal from their decision, but to the j.h,!

pie at the bal lot box. These are proper checks upon tiit
Kxeeutive. wisely interposed by the Constitution. ll

be found to.object to them, or to wish tliem remoi.4
It is equally important that the constitutional rhrckM
the F.xecutive upon the Legislative branch should bei.r,.
served.

If it be said that the representatives in the popularbranch of Congiess are chosen directly by the people, it
answered, the people elect the President. Jf faith Il.xisn
represent the States and the people, so does the President.
The President recommends in the Kxeeutive department
the whole of the United States, as each mi'Vr
the Legislative deparment represents portions f (lie.The doctrine of restriction upon and nm-tiv-

power, while a well settled public opinion is enaWe.l
within a reasonable time to accomplish its ends, has iiia.lr
our country wha t it is. and has opened to ns a career
glory and happiness to which all other nations have been

strangers.
1 " ""--- i. nfih. "f tne veto, the rfesietiresponsible not "i.ly to an enllglitene.l put.lic orinins hitto the people of the whole union, who elected Mm

representatives in the legislative branches, who differhim in opinion, are responsible to the people of parting

House in which it shall have originated, whoand sounder views were induced to yield. - a m

shall enter the objections at large on their jour
nal and proceed to reconsider it."

The preservation of the constitution from in

January next, and a fourth has been en-

gaged by him for the service between Ha-
vanna and Chagres j so that a regular
monthly mail line will be kept up alter
that time between the United States and
our territories on the Pacific

Notwithstanding this great increase in
the mail service, should the revenue con-
tinue to increase the present vear as it did
in the last, there will be received near
four hundred and fifty thousand dollars
more than the expenditures.

These considerations have satisfied the
Postmaster General that, with certain mod-
ifications of the act of 1845, the revenue
may be still further increased, and a re-
duction of postages made to a uniform rate
of five cents, without an interference with
the principle, which has been constantly
and properly enforced, of making that de- -

"wA-Saftfca'ea-
p postage system

fraction is the President s highest duty, lie is
bound to discharge that duty, at whatever hazar
of incurring the displeasure of those who may
differ with him in opinion. He is bound to dis
charge it, as well by his obligations to the people
who have clothed hi in with his exalted trust, a

tneir scruples, anil, indeed, settled convic-
tions of its unconstitutionality, and to give
it their sanction, as an expedient which
they vainly hoped might produce relief.
It was a most unfortunate error, as the sub-
sequent history and final catastrophe of
that dangerous and corrupt institution
have abundantly proved. The bank, with
its numerous branches ramified into the
States, soon brought many of the active
political and commercial men in different
sections of the country into the relationof"
pecuniary favors'; thus diffusing through-
out the mass of society a great number ot"
individuals of power and influence to give

by his oath f office, which he. may not disregard
JNor are the obligations ot .the l'resident in any

House of Representatives, to prepare the draught degree lessened bv the prevalence of views dif
ferent from his own in any one or both Houses o. - . iruai mu inconsitler- -

of a veto message for him. Mr Madison, at his
request, did prepare the draught of such a mes- -
1791 A copy f this original draught, in Mr

ate .egislation that he is required to check; but
H at any time Congress shall, after apparently--u.mrsonsow n IandvrUnigr was carefully pre .... ineir respective
lull deliberation, resolve on measures which he
deems subversive of the constitution, or of the

l-oerveu uy mm, and fc among- - the papers latelyis the best means of diffusing intelligence ..vii;o. u ui:u; in me i resident the exercise of tl. .er. would be to repeal that provision of the constitutingvital interests of the country, it is his solemnoy congress, it i preceded by a note
written, on the same sheet, which is also in Mranion"' the people, and is of so much im which confers it i"'ii ii I in. ! riro .

'

unduly controls the legislative will s,.. .i..duty to stand in the breach and resist them. The
President is bound to approve, or disapprove.portance in a country so extensive as that Madison s handwriting, and as follows:

of the United states that 1 recommend to l ebruary lst, 1701. Copy of a paper madeout and sent to the President at his request, to
every bin which passes Congress and is present-ed to him for his signature The constitutionyour favorable consideration the

Constitution itself. M

1 lf,,heKred,,ntwl Tet W 'j-- ted to upon the groundand thwarts the public will, upon thesa...principle the equality of representation of the Mi.the Senate should be stricken out of the constitution Tfc,vote of a senator from Uelawa r hit ft xiiial ur..,',,!. :. .

be ready in case his judgment should finally de- - makes this his duty, and he cannot escape it iftions ol the J'ostmaster Oeneral tor its im ne wouw. lie has no election. In deciding up- -ciae against me bill tor incorporating a nationa
bank, the bill being then before him."provement on any oin presented io mm, lie must exercisei. ; . i. . i A , ..

tone to public opinion, and, to act in con-
cert in cases of emergency. The corrupt
power of such a political engine is no lon-

ger a matter of speculation, having been
displayed in numerous instances, but most
signally in the political struggles of 18S2
-3-- '4, in opposition to the public will
represented by a fearless and patrioticPresident

But the bank was but one branch of the
new system. A public debt of more than

Nothing can retard the onward progress Among the objections assigned in this paper to. ....1 111 I
ins j ii uni juuguiem. ii ne cannot approve,

ding upon the most important measures with t he Tf,'. ,,'r,
senator from New York: and yet the one repr.-soit- 'State containing, according to the exist ing a.p..rtit),..f repre.e,.tat.ves. but one thirty-fourt- h ofpart thelationof the other. Bv the . o,.-- f

1 ,
of our country, and prevent us from assum iiieconsiiniiion commands mm to return theme uni, aim wnicii were submitted Jor the con

sideratron of the President, are the following: bill to the House in which it originated, with . . mwmm i rum ih Ml Mill inthe Senate, a majority of that l.olv fr..n, i.. ... .ing and maintaining the first rank among
nations, but a disregard of the experience

nis objections; and if he fail to do this withini onject to The bill, because it is an essential
principle of the government that powers not delot the past, and a recurrence to an unwise jen nays, (Sundays excepted.) it shall become a

without his signature Right or wrong, he
represent less; than one-four- th eople of' Vims'There are thirty States: and under' the Zllu .tionment of representatives, their a,e twol,n,thirty members ... the House of Hepr, sentatives

r, l
of the smaller .":States ore renro.......... :.. .....

egateu by the constitution cannot be rightfullyexercised; because the power proposed by thepublic policy. We have just closed a for-

eign war by an honorable peace a war Dkki to be exercised is not expressly delegatedJ . Tt I T - but fifty members; and vet t ,eet: L " :constitute a majority of th v....... w.. .i.. . .. .

may oeoverruiea oy a vote of two-thir- ds of each
House; and, in that event, the bill becames a
law without his sanction. If his objections benot thus overruled, the subject is only postponed,and is referred to the States and the people fortheir consideration and decision. Th !,;.

i ueeuuse x cannot satisly myseU that it
from, any express power bv fair and safe dent may recommend a mens; Z " r.. " " '"e!'rt":

receivc the sanction and approval of more ,n three-fourth- sof the House of Benreuii. .Juica m interpretation.
rr-i-t ...
meveight ot the precedent of the bank of dent's power is negative mtrclv -- n,l four", the thH I"'80 St.8t co"t'..r.i... i:i..j

ore.....thin t in",
,l hi, anathe sanction f the great name of Wash . . v ' mill 11 1

live. He can enact, no law. The nnlv nt yet the measure may be defeated iytf Z:ZiicH nas oeen so otten invoked in its therefore, of his withholdim? his annrnval

distribution of the land moneys lad an
interest in having the rates of tax imposed
by the protective tariff large enough, to
yield a sufficient revenue from that source
to meet the wants of the government, with-
out disturbing or taking f rom them the land
fund ; so that each of the branches con-

stituting the system had a common inter-
est in swelling the public expenditures.
They had a direct interest in maintaining
the public debt unpaid, and increasing its
amount, because this would produce an
annual increased drain upon the treasury,
to the amount of the interest, and render
augmented taxes necessary. The opera-
tion and necessary effect of the whole
system were, to encourage large and ex-

travagant expenditures, and thereby to in-

crease the public patronage, and maintain
a rich and splendid government at the ex-

pense of a taxed and impoverished people.
It is manifest that this scheme of enlarg-

ed taxation and expenditures, had it con-
tinued to prevail, must soon have convert-
ed the government of the Union, intended
by its frame rs to be a plain, cheap, and
simple confederation of States, united
together for common protection, and chargv
ed with a few specific duties, relating
chiefly to our foreign affairs, into a con-
solidated empire,? depriving the States of
their reserved tights, and the people of
their just power and control in the admin-
istration of their government. In this
manner the whole form and character of
the government would be changed, not
by an amendment of the constitution, but
by resorting to an unwarrantable and un-
authorized construction of that instrument.'

The indirect mode of levying the taxes
by a duty on imports, prevents the mass of

be loundlr.'JZ Tu Stt.eS- - Nt nc- - U is Presumed,.
ranbill passed by Congress, is to sutler the existinglaws to remain unchanged, and the d.lav t

rendered necessary and unavoidable in
vindication of the national rights and hon-
or. The present condition of the countryis similar in some respects to that , which
existed immediately after the close of the
war with Great Britain in 1815, and the
occasion is deemed to be a proper one to
take a retrospect of the measures of public
policy which followed that war. There
was at that period of our history a depar-
ture from our earlier policy. The enlarge-
ment of the powers of" the federal govern-
ment by construction, which obtained, was

casioned is only that required to enable the Statesand the people to consider and act upon the sub- -

" i i tie naie.m . a. A

exi Jt ilfe l
Am

? - "Z th"t
tr,U,r,nB that iU tioiMiH be corfforuuato the ill of numerous branch

PiTk the "an! Principle that the vctooftherrcsid. nlr'? P'''X 'Hshed? the power of the Vice I resh to uitc the cast v.trt t ,; ;

jt-t- i in me eiecuon ot public agents who will
carry out their wishes and instructions. Anyattempt to coerce the President to yield his sanc-
tion to measures which he cannnt anm-ov- .......1.1

thl w0,ild l"Uh "' The V ice Proidon,
bvnLT et.IOWerta8 tfft'"lly by rejecting a till

nL, tTB TtC'a8e.the President does by refusing .o
XP vL. Thl" OWer ha8 bee" exercised byPresident in s i , ...

support, ai-- greatly weakened by the develop,ment of tW facts. The experiment of thatbank satisfiethe country that it ought not to be
continued, art at the end of 20 years Congressrefused to recUrter it. It would have been for-tunate for the cuiitry, and saved thousands from
bankruptcy and nun, had our public men of 1S16resisted the temporary pressure of the times up-on our financial a,d pecuniary interests, and re-fused to charter tie second bank. Of this the
country became abndantv satisfied, and at theclose of its twenty yars' duration, as in the caseof the first bank, it 0 ceased to exist. Underthe repeated blows of,resident jackSOn, it reeUed and fell, and a subst,ueilt attempt to chartera similar institution was arrested by the veto ofPresident Tyler.

Mr Madison, in yielditr hi ;rn!.. .u

I I v t ivibe a violation of the spirit of the constitution.
not warranted by any just interpretation of paipaoie and flagrant; and if successful, wouldbreak down the independence of t.l. . of which was the rejection of the bill to reeharter the bankoi tne L n.teu States i 1811. Jt may happen that a bill

may be passed by a lartre mnioritv ..r,i.. ii... ... i,department, and make the
ie people, and clothed bv the oni. sentat.ves and may be supported by the senators fro.u the

larger States, and the Vice President itmay reject hy bit.
ing his vote with the senators from the smaller sta&t :

power to defend their rights, the mere instru-ment of a majority of Cnnrn a ye none it is presumed, arc prepared to deny to himthe exercise of this pw. r under the constitutionBut it is. in point of fact, untrue that an act passed tyongrcss is conclusive evidenr h i. i ,V

on Ins part, of the powers with which the con',stitution has invested his office, would effect a
practical alteration of that instrument, withoutarter of lSlb, did so u,, the ground of the ,M.,,ulilr w, a majority of the whole number electedto cacti Douse of ConirauiHu" io me Drescriherl r.r, ......,, ,.r ,

-- . . . n ' m..-- , , trn fiui'llllll illl'I mrespect due to precedents ; d, as he subsequent-ly declared, " the bank of te IJ. states, thou-- h,on the original question, ld to be unconstitu

r -- ru,.ment.
- )Vithr,the motJves or considerations which mav

me constitution. A lew years after the
close of that war, a series of measures was
adopte l which, united and combined, con-
stituted what was termed by their authors
and advocates the American svtem."

The introduction of the new policy was
for a time favored by the condition of the
country j by the heavy debt which had
been contracted during the war ; by the
depression of the public credit ; by the de-
ranged state of the finances and the. curren-
cy ; and by the commercial and pecuniaryembarrassment which extensively prevail-ed. These were not the only causes which
led to its establishment. The events ot
the war with Great Britain, and the em-
barrassments which had attended its prose

one hundred and twenty millions of dollars
existed ; and it is not to be disguised that
many of the authors of the new system did
not regard its speedy payment as essential
to the public prosperity, but looked upon
its continuance as no national evil. Whilst
the debt existed, it furnished aliment to
the national bank, and rendered increased
taxation necessary to the amount of the in-

terest, exceeded seven millions of dollars
annually,

This operated in harmony with the next
branch of the new system, which wasa high
protective tariff. This was to afford boun-
ties to favored classes and particular pur-
suits, at the expense of all others. A pro-
position to tax the whole people for the
purpose of enriching a few, was too mon-
strous to be openly made. The scheme
was therefore, veiled under the plausible
but the delusive pretext of a measure to
protect home industry;" and many of our
people were for a time, led to believe that
a tax which in the main fell upon labor,
was for the benefit of the laborer who paid
it. This branch of the system involved a
partnership between the government and
the favored classes the former receiving
the proceeds of the tax imposed on articles
imported, and the latter the increased
price of similar articles produced, at
home, caused by such tax. It is obvious
that the portion to be received by the fa-
vored classes, would, as a general rule, be
increased, in proportion to the increase of
the rates of tax imposed, and diminished
as those rates were reduced to the revenue
standard required by the wants of the gov-ernment. . The rates required to produce a
sufficient revenue for the ordinary expendi-
tures ofgovernment, for necessary purpos-
es, were not likely to give to the private
partners in this scheme profits sufficient to
satisfy their cupidity ; and hence a varietyof expedients and pretexts were resorted
to for the purpose of enlarging the expen-
ditures, and thereby creating a necessityfor keeping up a high protective tariff. The
enect of this nolicv wa f intorrwieo artifi

i.: . .1- - 1 " . ""J ine --residenttional, receiveu me executiv signature "It is probable that neitheith k..i,"
;nor that of would have D chaeaTor the embarrassments of theovernment in itM

7 "ulumS lo uo. He must presumethem to be as pure as his own, and look only tothe practical effect of their measures when com-
pared with the constitution or the public irood,he derangement of,rnces' e currency and

pecuniary pressure whichri-- :. . u uunt nas been urged by those who object toexercise of this undouhteH .o..;...: ithe(the consequence of the war o
'

i.Ttin
.and the second the consequence r l."1.0":.

. : ifu- -. jj "tit; ic9uneu in in tnrllthat they would restore publicrelief to the government: and to thf'hf "f afford
cution, had left on the minds ot many of ofthe country.

Those of our public men who onj
our statemen the impression that our gov-
ernment was not strong enough, and that whole "American system" at its conmCJ.,

power that i- - assails the represenUtTvprinc .
pie and the capacity of the people to governthemselves; that there is glater safety in anumerous representative body than in the sin-- leExecutive created theby constitution, and th tthe executive veto .s a " one-ma- n por des-ffChi- V?

Ch?"CteV To Pe of

frame inn necery to consider thetrue character, of our
ZnCTrSa ed rVpire' but confederate"

the adoption of theconstitution were co-equ- al, andseparate independent sovereignties.! and by itsadoption thev iHA 1 .i

Hwjor.vy oi wat quorum U competent to pass laws. It mij-'h- t
happen that a quorum of the House of Uepresentatirei.consisting of a single member more than half of the wholenumber elected to that House, might pass a bill bv
jortty ofa single vote, and in that case a fraction uu'.rc than
one-four- th of thweople of the I 'nited States would be re.
?tCVX y V?? who Toted for jt- - J mii,'ht happenthe same bill might be passed by a majorit y of one. ofa tuorum of the Senate, composed of senators from the fif-

teen, smaller States, and a single senator from a sixteenthsstate. and if tlwi senators voting for it happened to be fromthe eight of the smallest of these States, it would be passed
by the votes of senators from States having but fourteen
representative. i the House of Representatives, and con
taining less than one-sixteen- th of the whole population of

I rstat,s- - This extreme case is stated to illu-strate the tact that the mere passage of a bill by fongrcssIs no conclusive cyideuce that those who passed it representthe majority of the people of the Uuited States, or trulyrenect their will. If such n extreme rase ia not iifcrl v to
happen, cases that approximate it are of constant occur,rence. It is believed that not a single law has been passedsince the adoption of the constitution, upon which all the
members elected to both houses have been present and.
voted. Many of the most important acts which have pass,ed Congress have been carried by close vote in tbin houses.
Many instances of this might ' be given. Indeed, our ex-

perience proves that ma njj efthe most important acts of
Congress are postponed to the last days, and often the last
hours of a session, when they are disposed of in haste, and
by houses but little exceeding the number necessary to
form a quorum.

Besides, in most of the States the members of the 11 out
of Representatives arc chosen by pluralities, and not by
majorities of all the voters iu their respective districts
and it may happen that a majority ofthat House may 1

returned by a tess aggregate vote of the people than thtreceived by the minority.
If the principle insisted on be sound, then tb const-

itution should be so changed that no bill shall become a law
unless it is voted for by members representing in erhHouse a majority of the whole neonl.

to wield its resources successfully in great
emergencies, and especially in war, more
power snoum De concentrated in its hands,lhis increased power thev did not kppL tct

and throughout its progress, foresaw and
ed that it was fraught with incalculably.hiefs, and must result in serious injurv Th'Us?t interests of the country. For a serL rs

their wise counsels were unheeded; J
the system was established. It was soon appal"?tlat its practical operation was unequal and i.V"-- i ly . J "r, M1 character. Theylxviucu ine i?uerai ;oTernm.ifjust upon, flinerent portions of the country, a withw "".vimujonthe people engaged in different pursuits! Powe. and reserved all others, including theirAi were equally entitled to the favor and pro?T" aPv"eiSnj, Jto themselves. ThevsuarH.

the people from readily perceiving the
amount they pay, ami has enabled the few,
who are thus enriched, and who seek to
wield the political power of the country,to deceive and delude them. Were ,the
taxes collected by a direct levy upon the
people, as is the case in the States, this
could not occur.

The whole system was resisted from its
inception by many of our'a blest statesmen,
some of whom doubted Its constitutionalityand its expediency, while others believed
it was, in all its branches, a flagrant and
dangerous infraction of the constitution.

That a national bank, a protective tariff,
levied, not to raise the revenue needed,but for protection merely, internal improve-
ments, and the distribution of the proceedsof the sale of public lands, are measures
without the warrant of the constitution,
would, upon the maturest consideration,seem to be clear. It is remarkable that
no one of these measures, involving such
momentous consequences,is authorized by
any express grant of power in the constitu-
tion. No one of them is "incident to,
as being necessary and proper for the ex-
ecution of, the specific powers' granted
by the constitution. The authority under
which it has been attempted to justifyeach of them is derived from inferences
and constructions of the constitution which

d th "Shts States and the rights of theDie. bv thevervlimit,: . .
tettion of the government. It fostered and elevated the money power, and enriched t.h fvn.

obtain by the legitimate and prescribedmode an amendment of the constitutionbut by construction. They saw govern-ments in the old world based upon differ-
ent orders of society, ami so constituted
as to throw the whole power of nations
into the hands of a few, who taxed and
controlled the many without responsibility
or restraint. In that arrangement theyconceived the strength of nations in war
consisted. There was also something fas

lswnicn lney mcor-We- dinto the federal
Afferent constitution, wherebydepartments of the

.hiS" UPn Cach other- - TbVthe
contrXrh S:I?'S.S principle,

cial restrictions upon the natural course of
cinating in the ease, luxury, and displayof the higherorders, who drew their wealth
from the toil of the laboring millions. The
authors of the system drew their ideas of

edfew by taxing labor, and at the expense of the
may. Its effect was to " make the rich richer,an the poor poorer." Its tendency was to

in society on wealth, andto ive to the favored classes undue control and
swsf in our government. It was an organized
motey power, which resisted the popular will,and sought to shape and control the public
poley.

Uider the pernicious working of this com-
bine! system of measures, the country witnessed
altefiate season j of temporary apparent pros-peri- y;

of sudden and disastrous commercial ns

; of unprecedented fluctuation of pricesand lepresslon of the great interests of agricul-ture! navigation, and commerce; of general pecu-
niary suffering, and of final bankruptcy of thou- -

accordiVi uJ """ "Ufc mey must
to an Syie constitution, and not according
wbsrebv K 'unrestrained discretion.

The peoXi!?!'roPPp?ss th minority,
to the fact t L Unitl States are not bIio4
and that theX. y may be temporarily misled,
ecutiv P.rffntatiTes, legislative and ex-io- n

bvknW? or influenced in their
otire. Thy have therefore

hi? bet,Ten themselves & the laws which
TrM42SSei bJ their public agents, yarious

such as assemblies, senates, & gov- -

Iouticai economy from what they bad wit- -

We must remodel our whole system, strike down abol-
ish not only the salutary checks lodged In th, Tr.

:CnTXTTlC Ut Dd tho "dged in
eoAhe lnrlZUa """.ctif aT invest the whole pota majority ofa sinirlc assembly

forittaito rlLC?nAOTm thi8 of t Mgbt of ma- -
CTe eoLtHtePndenti0fthe limitation.
oftheetrtuonLwemu8treyolutioii.e 'our whole sys,

i?try th constitutional compact by
rnd li?1-Teral-

8i'" 'ent to form a federal I nion,
C?P0,W tion. which must end in monarchy

Si 1 , ;,NoOBdTOC"te8 ucha proposition : and
JftiTt rine. maintained, ifcarried out. must lead

result.
t?vt 5' obJct of the constitution in conferring upon

President s qualified negative upon the legislation pf

u.e ousmess ana trade of thecountry, andto advance the interests of large capitalistsand monopolists, at the expense of the
great mass of the people, who were taxedto increase their wealth.

Another branch of this system was'a com-
prehensive scheme of internal improve-ments, capable of indefinite enlargementand sufficient to swallow up as many mil

nessed in CUIOne. and narhrtilarlv inGreat Britain. They had viewed the
concentrated in fewenormous wealth

ceir several States; a House ofa Senate, & arresident of the U. S. The


